4 THE ADVOCATE Tuesday November 22, 2016

warns
on future
mining

UTURE Tarkine
mining will be at rigl
if Labor gets a shot at
sharing power with
the Greens, state Resources
Minister Guy Barnett says.

“We went to the election
committing to no further
lock-ups in Tasmania and
we remain totally opposed
to the proposal for a Tarkine
national park, which would
have huge detrimental
implications for the Norih-
West Coast,” Mr Bamnett saic

He sald there was a
renewed push by green
groups including the Bob
Brown Foundation to create
a Tarkine national park, and
suggested there would be
arisk of that if Labor had
the chance (0 govern with
Greens help.

"Don’t trust federal or
state Labor because they will
do a deal with the Greens to
gain power or stay in power,”
he said.

“1t's happened before and
it will bappen again.”

Federal Labor could
have scuttled fitture mining
developments in the Tarkine
in 2013.

However, then-environ-
ment minister Tony Burke
enraged environmentalists
by adopting a minimalist
Natlonal Heritage listing
plan taking in coastal strips
of the Tarkine to protect
Aboriginal heritage and
leaving most of the Tarkine
unaffected.

As recently as the week-

end, the Bob Brown Foun-
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be locked up from further mining if Labor has e chance to regain power

dation reiterared its push for
a Tarkine national park and
World Heritage listing.

State Labor Leader Bryan
Green said Mr Barnett’s
“scare campaign” was base-
less and there was no bigger
supporter of the mining
sector than Labor.

Mr Green said Labor was
determined to reinvigorate
the mining sector after
nearly three years of inaction
from the current govern-
ment.

“The revolving door of
Liberal mining ministers
has meant the government
has dropped the balt when
it comes to supporting the
sector,” Mr Green said.

"Nearly two years ago,
Labor proposed a special
mining zone for the Mt Lyel!
mine lease which would
streamline approvals and
offer royalty relief to reopen
the mine.

“We have put forward an
innovative plan to provide
incentives for proposals thai

involve rehabilitating old
mines and exiracting miner-
als from old mining waste.”

MINING’S ROLE

Mr Barnett, who was
speaking in Burnie beforz
the Tasmanian Minerals and
Energy Council’s annual
meeting on Friday, said min-
ing and mincral processing
provided half of Tasmania’s
export income,

“We are very proud of that
contribution,” he said.

He said the industry
provided more than 2000
jobs and its 2015-16 exports
were valued at $2.85 billion.

He said the government
during its term would
spend an extra $5 million to
support the Industry.

‘That included moving
much of Mineral Resources
Tasmania from Hobart to
Burnie, with the first two
stages of that complete and
the next two under way.

He said the governmeni
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a new, four-year geoscience
initiative to provide research
and data to help compa-
nies interested in minera!
exploration and mine
development.

“We've also gut support
for Geosclence Australia,
working with them to
provide incentives for
exploration and, also, we
have a mineral exploration
investinent attraction plan
which promotes exploration
and mining opportunities in
Tasmania, locally, nationally
and intemnationally,” Mr
Baruett said.

He said that marketing
campaign had included re-
cent participation in mining
conferences in China, Japan,
Melbourne and Adelaide.

SPECIFIC MINES
Mr Bamett said he
remained hopeful a plan to
buy and re-start the Avebury
Nickel Mine would proceed.
Privately owned Dundas
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in 2013. Resources Ministar {uv Barnett suggests the Tarkine could

mine from international
miner and Rosebery Mine
owner MMG Limited in a
$25 million deal.

The government has
been in talks with Dundas
about potential royalties
and payroll 1ax breaks if and
when it buys the mine and
resumes production, and it
{s understood those talks ore:
continuing,

“I remain hopejul the
purchase will proceed
and the development may
be able to go ahead, with
positive outcomes for the
‘West Coast, and Zeehan in
particular” Mr Barnett said,

*The mining and mineral
procesying sector is subject
to world commodity prices
and the price of nickel has
been increasing and is fore:
cast to continue increasing,
and the prospects foF filfther
nickel mining in Tasmania
are very encouraging”

Avebury has been on
care and maintenance
since 2009.
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‘The Mt Lyeli copper mine
at Queensiown is alsoon
care and maintenance, with
owner Vedanta Resources
looking for a run of stronger

T prices.

"It's been on care and
maintenance for some
time; it's & very difficult and
chatlenging position for
Vedants,” Mr Barnett said.

“We remain in close
contact with (Vedanta
subsidiary) Copper Mines
of Tasmania to assist and
support wherever possible.

“We have inpluce & very
substential support package
{$25 miflicn) o encourage
its reopening,”

Progress is much more
substantial at the Henty
Gold Mine under new owner
Diversified Minerals.

"Henty s very positive.’
Mr Barmett said.

“The latest news is that it
was employing 85 people
at the end of October and
another 15in the very
near future, with plans for
production and mining
nextyear”

MRT

Mr Bamnett said he was
disappointed with “Laboz’s
plans to rip $1 million out
of the Mineral Resources
Tasmania budger,” arguing
he could not see any fat in
the organisation.

“ From what I've seen,
upayers are gelling a good
reiura on fupds nvesiod,”
he said.

Mt Green said Labor was
not proposing to remove any
funding from MRT,

“On the contrary, we want
to spend existing funds more
effectively to stimulate the
mining sector;” he said.

“A Labor government
would provide targeted
assistance to the drilling
industry in order to kick start
mineral exploration, which
has stalled under the current
government.’
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